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What is a Students’ Union? 

Legal definition of a Students’ Union 

Section 20, Education act 1994: “A body representing or promoting the general interests of 

students at a University or College or hall of a University” 

It does not need to be called a students' union. It can be called a student association or a student 

council. Whatever you call it you have the right to exist. 

 

Section 22, Education act 1994: “The governing body is the College Corporation and they are 

responsible for making sure the union has: 

 A written Constitution that should be reviewed every five years. 

 Finances that are managed effectively 

 Officers that are elected by secret ballot and are fairly and properly conducted 

 The option to opt out of the students' union for students 

 A complaints procedure” 

The union exists because the college does. If there was no college there would be no union. 

 

National Union of Students (NUS) 

The National Union of Students (NUS for short) is an organisation made up of over 600 Students’ 
Unions across the country. The NUS: 

 Promote, defend and extend student rights.  

 Fight discrimination, isolation and injustice through campaigning and targeted action.  

 Harness the collective power of students through collective and democratic representation. 

 Head up a prosperous and sustainable student movement that means we can give practical 
information on all the issues that matter to students. The NUS extra card saves students 
money and brings important commercial influence. 

 Bring together evidence-based campaigns and student-led democracy.  

 Represent students’ interests nationally and develop research that influences national 
policy. 

 
 

  



   

What is the Students’ Union? 

We represent all students at Lancaster & Morecambe College.  

We are led by the Student Officer team (that’s you)! 

Our work can be divided into two main areas: 

- Students’ Voice 

- Extracurricular Activities 

 

Class Reps 

Every Class has a Class Rep. Class Reps are the voice of their Class, representing them in their 

Department and at Student Council. 

See more: www.lmcsu.org/class-reps  

 

Student Council 

Student Council is a meeting of all Class Reps. Class Reps can discuss issues within College, ideas for 

the future and decide on questions within the Union. 

Student Council is chaired by the President and meets approximately once every term. 

See more: www.lmcsu.org/council  

 

Clubs 

LMCSU supports students to set-up and run their own clubs.  

Clubs are a group of students participating in a set activity. 

See more: www.lmcsu.org/clubs  
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Volunteering 

LMCSU run the LMC Volunteers Scheme. The scheme allows students to log their volunteering hours 

towards a certificate: Gold, Silver or Bronze. This year, we have started advertising volunteering 

opportunities online. 

See more: www.lmcsu.org/volunteer  

 

Events 

Throughout the year, LMCSU run events on site. This can vary from small events in the Lounge to 

large events such as Freshers’ Fair. 

  

http://www.lmcsu.org/volunteer


   

Your Role 

Student Officer Role  

As student officer you form part of the Student Officer team who lead the Students’ Union. This 

means you take part in meetings, represent students and help each other to make the Students’ 

Union as good as possible! As student officer you take leadership of a specific area and work to 

deliver any promises you made in your manifesto. 

Delivering events, campaigns, projects 

If you decide you would like to organise an event, campaign or anything else you need to make sure 

it gets done! This is especially important if you promised anything during the election! 

 

Speaking & Listening to Students 

If we are going to represent students, we need to have a good idea of what they think. We need to 

hear their views! 

Go Out And Talk 

Go Out And Listen 

 

Attending Meetings 

No matter how many students we speak to, we can’t represent them if we don’t turn up! 

As officers, it is your duty to attend meetings with College staff and voice the views of students. 

 

  



   

Your Goals 

Team 

As a team, you need to decide what you want to achieve this year. Use the table below to turn your 

ideas into a plan of action. 

AIM OUTCOME OUTPUT 
EXAMPLE 
get students to play more sport 

EXAMPLE 
a fun and inclusive Sports Day 

EXAMPLE 
a Sports Day including a variety of 
sports, accessible for all students 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



   

 


